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Serials Spoken Here: Reports of Conferences, 

Institutes and Seminars 

Susan Davis, with contributions from 

Regina Beach, Rebecca Breedlove, 

Joseph Gabriel, and Gary Byrd ................ 1: 101 
Reports on serials cataloging from Regina Bea h, the acquisi- 

tion of back issues from Rebecca Breedlove and Joseph A. Gabriel, 


and the economics of information from Gary Byrd. 


Tools of the Serials Trade 

Edited by Teresa Malinowski, with contributions from 

Eleanor Cook and Kathleen Thorne ............. 1: 109 
Cook reviews The Copyright Primer for Librarian and Educa- 

tors, and Thorne reviews Proceedings of the 1993 International 


Conference on Refereed Electronic Journals. 
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Focus Section: The Viability of the Concept of an 
International Library School 

Edited by Czeslaw Jan Grycz, with contributions from 
Judith Rowe, Richard Quandt, and 


Electronic Research Data for Scholars and Students 

By providing a historical perspective on how patrons have 
received both reference service and access to primary numeric data 
in the United States and elsewhere, the author sets the stage for the 
growing role of the research library as a site for these services. Tra 
ditionally statistical agencies, data libraries, data archives, 
research institutes and even computer centers have been primary 
players but as this decade comes to a close, the research library is 


now the primary player. 


Electronic Publishing and Virtual Libraries: 
Issues and an Agenda for the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
The paper discusses the economic development that have 
affected research libraries adversely in the past 20-30 years and 
reviews what is known about the causes of the increases in the prices 
of library materials. It then turns to a discussion of the promise of the 
new electronic technologies, possibly as an avenue for mitigating 
the cost squeeze libraries find themselves in, and pays some detailed 
attention to questions concerning the economies of electronic pub- 
lishing and related issues. Finally, the paper turns to a discussion of 
the electronic and digital library agenda of the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, states the general principles of the Foundation’s pro- 


gram and reviews the individual projects funded to date. 
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Anniversary of Nicholas Copernicus University, 
Torun, Poland, 27-29 September 1995 
This article is based on a talk given on the occasion of the SOth 
Anniversary of Nicholas Copernicus University in Torun, Poland, 
which coincided with the announcement of a new initiative to estab- 
lish, in Torun, a new “International Library School” that would 
help train managers of the Digital Library of the Future. The author 
predicts that libraries can perform highly important leadership 
roles, perhaps especially in Central and Eastern Europe, (but not 
exclusively in those regions), by embracing the change to move 
from the mind-set of “collections” and “acquisitions” and towards 
a concept of “managing electronic information.” He also suggests 
that serials librarians are at the vanguard of these changing possi- 
bilities, because traditional scholarly journals are so quickly 
adopting electronic technologies. Having had to deal with rapid 
technological changes, serials librarians are the first to experience 


the trauma of change but also the benefits change can brine. 


The Transformation of Scholarly Communications 
and the Future of Serials 
Scholarly communcation and scholarly journals are being 
transformed by digital technologies and the Internet, leading to 
fundamental changes in the way knowledge workers create, share 
and use knowledge. Multimedia, interactive Personal Libraries and 
Knowledge Centers will foster the proliferation of virtual scholarly 
communities. Public leadership supporting the emergence of such 


communities is essential. 
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Myrtle Myers, with contributions from Cathy Kellum, 
Cecelia Boone, and Laurie S. Linsley ............ 2: 45 

With all the talk of document delivery and full text databases 
over the past several years, the usefulness of union listing has been 
discussed. OCLC Statistics on the use of union list holdings data by 
interlibrary loan staff shows that use has grown in double digit fig- 
ures in recent years. All the hard work by serials staff in creating 
and maintaining local data records is being rewarded through the 
heavy use by ILL staff to fill the increasing demands for informa- 
tion. This article looks at union listing on OCLC starting at the 
beginning through the reimplementation of Union List in the 
PRISM environment and into the future. It includes sidebars on the 
reimplementation of Union List from the perspective of a library 
and two OCLC Regional Networks. 
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Since library patrons often know only abbreviated journal titles 
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and because it is inefficient to have to determine the full title from 
outside sources before searching the online catalog, a way to search 
the online catalog with the abbreviated title information is needed. 
This article describes how staff at Los Alamos National Laboratory 
library provided retrieval by abbreviated journal title in our online 


library catalog. 
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